
Passionate, respected, unselfish and kind 
are only a few words to describe the Denturism 
Profession’s beloved Nancy Tomkins DT (dip), DD, 
FCAD. The Profession has suffered a significant 
loss with the passing of Nancy on August 5, 2021. 
She will be profoundly and sorrowfully missed by 
her family, friends and colleagues who cherish and 
respect her greatly.

Frequently, when we reminisce about the history of our 
Profession, we think about the “Forefathers of Denturism” 
who were dutifully responsible for the birth of a Profession 
but rarely do we acknowledge those who blazed the path 
after them to ensure the Profession continued to grow and 
gain recognition; alongside them, was Nancy. She was a 
dynamic force when a task lay ahead, and she had this way of 
“gathering the troops,” so to speak, who would be beside her 
moving these essential agenda items and projects to fruition 
and successful completion. 

Nancy graduated from George Brown College in Toronto 
with a Dental Technology diploma in 1983. After being 
encouraged by a dentist she worked for, she continued her 
education in 1986 by returning to George Brown College 
with special technical status and graduated with honours 
from the Denturism program in autumn 1987. With this 
achievement, she became the first woman in Ontario to 
obtain diplomas in both Dental Technology and Denturism. 
In 1997, she opened her own private practice to provide 
direct-to-the-public denture services.

Nancy has given her service and represented the 
Profession as a member of the Board of Directors on the 
Denturist Association of Ontario (DAO) and as the first 
female President of the DAO (2009-2016). She was the 
Provincial Delegate to The Denturist Association of Canada 
(The DAC) during that time. 

Her passion for the Profession and sharing her expertise 
with her colleagues did not end there. She lectured extensively 
in Canada and Internationally around the many clinical and 
technical aspects of precision denture fabrication, occlusal 
concepts and dental implants. As many knew, she was 
passionate about the implant field and was a consultant 
and lead implant over-denture instructor for Straumann 
Canada since 2002 and was a long-standing member of 
the International Team of Implantology (ITI). With all of 
this, she was also the co-founder of the Canadian Denture 
Education Centre (CanDEC), which was established in 2002, 
specializing in continuing education training for dental 
professionals worldwide in the many aspects of precision 
denture fabrication and implant over-dentures. 

Nancy, Sandra, and their team were instrumental in 
training many Denturists in Nova Scotia in implant over-
dentures. This was a tremendous asset to their fight for 
expanding their scope of practice to include implant over-
dentures. On October 30, 2019, it was announced that Bill 166 
to Amend the Denturists Act in Nova Scotia received Royal 
Assent by the Lieutenant Governor to allow for Denturists to 
place Removable Dentures Over Implants. This was exciting 
news for Denturists in Nova Scotia and their patients. This 

allowed Denturists who have completed the necessary 
training to practice a skill that they are qualified and trained 
to do. This Profession is very grateful to Nancy as she played a 
vital role in bringing this goal to the finish line.

The tasks that Nancy could accomplish throughout a 
day, a week, a year would amaze you and put many of us 
to shame. She was a past Board of Director and President 
of the DAO, a sought-after lecturer, a successful Denturist 
running a bustling, dynamic practice, a spouse, a mother, 
and so much more throughout her lifetime. The focus and 
dedication that Nancy could give to a project were genuinely 
extraordinary and left you in awe of this remarkable woman. 
She has given so many years of service to this Profession with 
her time, energy and dedication to ensure this Profession 
that she loved so greatly continued to flourish and gain the 

recognition it deserved.
The DAC and her colleagues will remember Nancy as a 

force in the Denturism Profession and as a friend, a loving 
spouse to her life partner Sandra, and a devoted mother to 
her daughters, Karen and Nyn. We at The DAC convey our 
deepest sympathies to Nancy’s family, to her dedicated team 
at Nancy Tomkins and Associates and to those who she 
touched with her compassion and kindness every day. We 
remain humbled and grateful for the legacy that Nancy has 
left behind, which will continue to guide the Profession for 
decades to come. 

We thank Nancy for her unfettered and unselfish 
dedication to the Profession. We will miss you dearly, but you 
will live on in our hearts forever.
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